
Off-Campus 
Housing at 
the University 
of Maryland



Hello!
I am Ciara Kyler
Graduate Coordinator for Housing 
Partnerships and Off-Campus 
Housing Services
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Off-Campus Housing Services
We provide resources to help students navigate their 
off-campus housing search.
✓ och.umd.edu
✓ www.ochdatabase.umd.edu



Off-Campus Housing Options
✓ Apartments 

○ 15 Student focused options in 
College Park area 

✓ Houses 
○ Rent rooms/spaces

✓ Public-Private Partnership
○ Graduate Hills/Gardens
○ The Courtyards at UMD
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Off-Campus Housing 
Resources



Determine Where, What, Who & How Much
✓ Identify the area you want to live in (example: near College Park, 

inside DC, near a bus stop, near a metro stop, etc.)
✓ Identify what type of housing you would prefer

○ House, apartment, town house, group house?
○ Shared bedroom and/or bathroom?
○ Furnished or unfurnished Furnished is when there is furniture such 

as a bed, dresser, tables, chairs, in the house)
✓ Determine who you would like to live with

○ With roommates? How many roommates? Same-gender or CoEd?
○ Near/around undergraduates, only undergraduates or a mix of 

students and non-students?
○ Couples/family living? → contact the direct property



Determine Your Budget

✓ Consider both Monthly Costs and One Time Costs
✓ Rent: what you will pay monthly to live in the space Can be anywhere 

from $900$2000
✓ Utilities: some may be included in rent 
✓ Transportation: UMD shuttle, bus, metro, car/gas, bike, walking. The 

UMD Shuttle cost is included in your school fees)
✓ Furniture and housing supplies
✓ Emergency costs: Be sure to include some extra money for any 

emergency that may come up  



Leasing Off Campus
✓ Leases are signed through the 

individual leasing offices 
✓ Most leases are 1112 months
✓ Rent due to individual office - 

not UMD
✓ Utility costs vary

Please note that leases may require a guarantor, 
co-signer, or additional documentation if one is 

not a US citizen.
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Where to Search

▪ The OCH Database: www.ochdatabase.umd.edu
▪ Affiliated Housing

▪ Graduate Hills/Graduate Gardens
● http://www.southernmanagement.com/graduate-hills-gardens/

▪ UMD Courtyards Building 6 - go.umd.edu/gradhousing
● Vacancies will be limited
● Application Deadline for 20252026 May 9th 2025

http://www.ochdatabase.umd.edu
http://www.southernmanagement.com/graduate-hills-gardens/
http://go.umd.edu/gradhousing
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The OCH Database
www.ochdatabase.umd.edu
✓ Housing Search Tips

○ Text Search
○ Map Search
○ May have to expand your search

✓ Roommate Finder
✓ Free with UMD login
✓ Daily Updates



Transportation
✓ Public Transportation

○ UMD Shuttle - www.dots.umd.edu/shuttle-um
○ WMATA Trains and Bus

● serves the DMV metro area www.wmata.com
○ Prince Georgeʼs County Bus
○ Montgomery County Bus.

✓ Other Types of Transportation
○ Bike - 

http://www.transportation.umd.edu/bike.html
○ Walk - https://terpnav.umd.edu/ 

✓ Car
○ www.dots.umd.edu for parking on campus

http://www.transportation.umd.edu/bike.html
https://terpnav.umd.edu/
http://www.dots.umd.edu
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Lease Signing Reminders
Written Agreements Only
Make sure there is a written 
agreement for the terms of the 
property. Verbal Agreements 
are not legally binding!

Read Your Lease
Leases are legally binding 
agreements! Know your 
responsibilities and your 
landlordʼs responsibilities 
including move-out policies

Walk Through Space
Before moving in your 
belongings, walk through the 
space. Note and photograph 
any existing damage (even if it 
seems small).

Ask Questions Before You Sign
If something on the lease doesnʼt 
make sense or needs clarification.
You can have the Student Legal Aid 
Office review your lease. 
www.legalaid.umd.edu



Need Legal Help?

✓ If need any legal assistance, contact:

GRADUATE STUDENT LEGAL AID OFFICE
www.legalaid.umd.edu 

3014055807 

✓ Graduate Student Legal Aid GLAO Resources:

○ Go to the GLAO website for information

○ Workshops are offered, such as “Lunch with a Lawyerˮ

○ For individual advising, scheduling an appointment is highly  recommended



Questions about Financial Aid?

✓ If need any financial assistance, we suggest contacting your 
program director to see if they offer any scholarships or have any 
graduate assistantship positions available.

✓ For individual questions about whatʼs covered in financial aid you 
were already awarded, contact: 

FINANCIAL AID OFFICE
https://financialaid.umd.edu/ 

3013148377 

https://financialaid.umd.edu/


Questions about Safety?

✓ If you have any questions about safety, we suggest you contact the 
University of Maryland Police Department UMPD) and review their 
website to obtain information on crime statistics in the area:

UMPD
https://www.umpd.umd.edu/

3014053555

✓ You can also sign up for UMD Safety Alerts as noted on the UMPD 
website!

https://www.umpd.umd.edu/


Other Useful Resources

✓ Transfer and Off Campus Student Life
✓ Graduate Student Life
✓ Immigrant & Undocumented Student Life
✓ International Students & Scholars
✓ Department of Transportation Services
✓ UMD Dining Services

https://stamp.umd.edu/engagement/transfer_and_offcampus_student_life
https://stamp.umd.edu/engagement/graduate_student_life
https://stamp.umd.edu/engagement/immigrant_undocumented_student_life
https://marylandglobal.umd.edu/global-learning-all/international-students-scholars
https://transportation.umd.edu/
https://dining.umd.edu/


Thanks!
Any additional questions?
You can find us at:
✓ 1111 Annapolis Hall
✓ Office Hours: 9am-430pm
✓ www.och.umd.edu
✓ och@umd.edu
✓ 3013143645 17


