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STUDENT INTRODUCTIONS

Spring Admitted Students: 
● 8 Accounting (2 new to UMD)
● 1 Business Analytics
● 6 Finance (1 new to UMD)
● 26 Information Systems (21 new to UMD) 
● 7 Management Studies 
● 1 Marketing Analytics
● 2 Quantitative Finance 
● 2 Supply Chain Management 





MPO TEAM: KEY STAFF 

Feven Girmay
Program Manager
Advisor for MFin & MQF

Kim Gonzalez
Assistant Director
Advisor for MiM & OMiM

Alex Mainardi
Program Manager
Advisor for MSBA & OMSBA

Gabrielle (Gigi) Gibson
Assistant Director
Advisor for MSSC

Amy Swann
Director of Business Master’s Programs
Works with masters students, student club 
leaders

Mike Marcellino
Assistant Dean, MBA & MS Programs
Oversees all MPO Operations

Kathleen McAleese
Program Manager
Advisor for MSA & MSMA

Leean Thomas
Program Manager
Advisor for MSIS



MPO TEAM: KEY STAFF 
Mary Susan Forsythe
Office Manager
Manages MPO operations



● Support Students 

○ Advise individuals and student leaders

○ Facilitate community events and 
skill-building workshops

○ Communications

● Operations/Program Logistics 

○ Course scheduling w/ departments

○ Scheduling/registration  

○ Implement policies  

MPO = MASTERS PROGRAMS OFFICE 



2308 Van Munching Hall 
Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Conducting most advising meetings virtually 

MPO STAFF ARE HERE FOR YOU



MPO FEEDBACK FROM STUDENTS

● 1:1 advising
● Track representative meetings

○ Meet with MPO staff weekly/biweekly
○ Provide current classroom insight
○ Representatives are elected at beginning of Term A

● Meetings with Dean Marcellino
● Surveys

○ Expectations survey - Term A
○ Satisfaction survey - Spring
○ Course evaluations



Student-focused website 
includes:

● Curriculum & Academic 
Calendar

● Campus information
● Tuition information
● Event alerts
● Academic Policies & 

Procedures
● Contact information
● Club information

MPO COMMUNICATION TO STUDENTS: 
NETWORTH
http://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu 

http://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu


ALEX(they/them)



OFFICE OF STUDENT CONDUCT
https://www.studentconduct.umd.edu
/ 

https://www.studentconduct.umd.edu/
https://www.studentconduct.umd.edu/


OFFICE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

“I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any 
unauthorized assistance on this exam or assignment.”



OFFICE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

Cheating Fabrication Facilitation

Plagiarism Self-Plagiarism

go.umd.edu/academic-code

https://president.umd.edu/administration/policies/section-iii-academic-affairs/iii-100a




To graduate, all students must:
1. Complete the total number of required credits 

○ 30 for MS and MFin
○ 36 for MQF

2. Maintain at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA 
B- = 2.7       B = 3.0

International students: 3.0 cumulative GPA necessary for CPT

PROGRAM COMPLETION 



ELMS-CANVAS
https://elms.umd.edu 

https://elms.umd.edu


Kim Gonzalez

Mom, Disney lover, UCF grad, Cheer Coach,
Yoshi expert, your Advisor/Assistant Director



● [DirectoryID]@umd.edu is default email for UMD graduate students 
● Log in at http://mail.google.com
● Forward your @terpmail.umd.edu to @umd.edu 

MPO weekly emails and SMSA emails will be sent to your 
[DirectoryID]@umd.edu email address

EMAIL COMMUNICATION 

http://mail.google.com


TUITION AND FEES
● UMD’s Office of Student Financial Services and Cashiering handles bill 

payments
● Tuition 

○ Based on program 
○ Posted on Networth

● Mandatory Fees
○ Health center, recreation, shuttle bus, etc.
○ Student Association Fee 



Gabrielle ‘Gigi’ Gibson

I love my Family, Travel, Music/Concerts, Food, Darts,
 and I’m your Advisor/Assistant Director



STUDY SPACE 
Van Munching Hall - UID swipe access 
● 3300 - Study Suite
● 3507 - Study Lounge 

McKeldin Library
● 5th floor - Graduate student multipurpose room 
● 3rd floor - Study carrels 
● Group study (3+) Terrapin Learning Commons 

(reservations at 
http://umd.libcal.com/booking/tlc) 

Edward St. John Learning Center
● Huddle rooms (reservation required at 

https://esj.umd.edu/howtoreserve.html) 

http://umd.libcal.com/booking/tlc
https://esj.umd.edu/howtoreserve.html


LINKEDIN LEARNING
https://linkedin.com/learning 
● Click "Sign In" on the top-right corner
● Click "Sign in with your organization account"
● Enter your @umd.edu email address
● Log into UMD's CAS
● Log into LinkedIn using your LinkedIn account information

https://linkedin.com/learning
mailto:a@umd.edu


Leean Thomas

Beach lover, runner & fitness enthusiast, Rutgers 
& GW Alum.



GRADUATE SCHOOL WRITING CENTER
https://go.umd.edu/GSWC 

https://go.umd.edu/GSWC


TUTORING 

● Instructor recommendation preferred
● Academic director of department chair referral 



Feven Girmay



SMSA
https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/smsa/smsa-events 

MPO
https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/events 

SMSA/MPO Skill Building Workshops
https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/smith/skill-building 

Career Services 
https://www.rhsmith.umd.edu/office-career-services/hiresmith 

Campus 
http://calendar.umd.edu/ 

EVENT/ACTIVITY CALENDARS 

https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/smsa/smsa-events
https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/events
https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/smith/skill-building
https://www.rhsmith.umd.edu/office-career-services/hiresmith
http://calendar.umd.edu/


                          2025 SMSA Officers  
Darrell Lipscomb
President
MS in Accounting Candidate 

Gurleenkaur Bhatia
Executive Vice President of Operations
MS in Business Analytics Candidate 

Sameer Kumar
Executive Vice President of Administration 
MS in Information Systems Candidate

Afra Nawar
VP of Finance 
Master of Finance Candidate

                           Contact SMSA at: smith-club-smsa@umd.edu  

Lavanya Malhotra
VP of Marketing & Communications 
MS in Marketing Analytics Candidate 

Rasika Pande
VP of Community and Professional Development
MS in Business Analytics Candidate

Prakruthi Kanganti Shivakumar
VP of Student Affairs
MS in Business Analytics Candidate

Abena Owusu-Brako
VP of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
MS in Business Analytics Candidate



January 27 Semester & Term C Begin

March 14-15, 24-25 Term C Finals

March 17-21 Spring Break

March 26 Term D Begins

May 14-19 Semester & Term D Finals Dates will be in syllabi 

May 20-22 Commencement Ceremonies

Use Networth academic calendar: 
https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/courses/academic-calendars 

Do NOT use the University academic calendar

SPRING 2025 ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

https://networth.rhsmith.umd.edu/courses/academic-calendars


CAREER SERVICES

● Services available to masters students: 
○ Access to HireSmith
○ Programming
○ Coaching Appointments 

● Additional information: https://www.rhsmith.umd.edu/office-career-services
● General questions: smithocsservice@umd.edu 

https://www.rhsmith.umd.edu/office-career-services
mailto:smithocsservice@umd.edu


INCLUSION OF CREDITS 




